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Q. WHY ARE THESE CHANGES BEING MADE?
The Canadian Payments Association announced new cheque specifications allowing electronic imaging of  cheques. 
All cheques must conform so that high quality cheque images can be captured, both for clearing purposes and to 
enhance processing efficiency.

Call us for a CPA compliant cheque selling kit. To better service our customers, CanadaÕs leading trade-only supplier has invested in a 
MICR and Image Qualifier to ensure that all cheques created and printed by Multiple Pakfold will conform to the new standard.

LET THE CHEQUE EX PERTS AT MULTIPLE PAKFOLD 
MAKE THIS TRANSITION EASY!

Is your current cheque CPA compliant? Let us check it for you. We can scan your existing cheque and provide you with an end 
user friendly report indicating positioning of  relevant data elements, reflectivity readings and file size.

WE CAN TEST AN EX ISTING CHEQUE!

Q. WHAT ARE THE CHANGES?
For a quick overview of  the changes, please refer to the back of  this document.

Frequently Asked Questions.
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information to be read by ICR engine so the information can be used in processing (e.g.
to identify post-dated items) and potentially in retrieving images.  The two options
identified will accommodate the formats most commonly used in English and
French Canada.  The field indicators will avoid potential ambiguity around the date.

The preprinted dollar symbol ($) may be placed either to the left or the right
of the Convenience Amount Rectangle (i.e. the amount in figures). The
placement of the dollar symbol generally varies between English and French
Canada.  ICR engines can be programmed to recognize either one.

The front & back of an imageable MICR encoded document must not interfere
with the 5/8” clear band or any other areas of interest. The Standard will
accommodate the use of a range of security features, as long as they do not
interfere, either before or after imaging, with the MICR band or other key data on
the cheque. We use a 11/16” MICR band to fully clear the MICR band area.

(BACK) The line for the payee endorsement on the back of the cheque shall
have a standardized location, and the phrase “Endorsement - Signature or
Stamp” (in French: Endossement - Signature ou Timbre) shall be printed
below it (font, ink and print contrast signal (PCS) as specified). A maximum
PCS has been defined to ensure printing or backgrounds do not interfere with
image capture.

(BACK) The phrase “Back/Verso” will be printed 3 1/2” from the Leading
Edge and minimum .5” from the Aligning edge. This phrase will be used as a
reference point for verifying usability of the image of the back of the cheque. The
following phrases are permitted: Back/Endos, Endos/Back, Back/Verso, Verso/Back,
Back, Verso, Endos.

(BACK) The “Teller Stamp Here” box shall be located in the upper left hand corner
on the reverse side of the cheque.  It should be situated 1/8” in from the top of the
cheque and 1/8” in from the left side.  It shall contain the phrase “Teller Stamp
Here” in a font size no larger than 6 point.  The box shall be a maximum of 2 3/8”
high by 2 3/8” wide and a minimum of 1 3/8” high by 1 5/8” wide.  The teller stamp
box with the phrase “Teller Stamp Here” must be printed in a maximum PCS of
.25.  This ensures that the box and phrase will disappear during image capture.

FEBRUARY 2007

The minimum length for cheque is increased to 6-1/4”. The current minimum
length of 6: does not provide enough space to print a serial number in the MICR
line, which is now a required element.

The maximum depth of a cheque is increased to 3-3/4” (optional). The current
maximum depth is 3-2/3”.  This change will give cheque issuers the option of
increasing the available space on their cheques slightly, without having an
impact on envelope manufacturers.

There are new specifications for cheque backgrounds (as per ANSI x9.7).
New requirements are defined for Reflectance, Print Contrast Signal (PCS) and
Paxel Count so that high-quality images can be captured consistently and the
information is readable.  In addition to the ANSI specifications, a maximum PCS
has been defined for the back of the cheque.  Void pantographs cannot be used.

The Serial Number Field (formerly called the Auxiliary On-Us Field) is now
a mandatory field that must be MICR encoded on all cheques. This field
will allow for a unique identifier for each cheque to facilitate tracing and image
retrieval.  The field length will be variable, with a maximum of 14 characters – 12
digits and 2 On-Us symbols.  Normally a sequential cheque number will appear in
this field; however, the specific format of the data in this field will be proprietary to
each financial institution.

A Standardized location will apply to the Date Field. For the ICR engine
to recognize the date, it must have a standardized location, i.e. upper right end
of the cheque, above the convenience amount rectangle (CAR).  Financial institutions
in the U.s. do not use ICR to read this field, so ANSI X9.7 does not contain 
specifications in this regard.

The format of the Date Field must be MMDDYYYY, DDMMYYYY or the international
version of YYYYMMDD.  In French, MMJJAAAA, JJMMAAAA or international
AAAAMMJJ. The Bilingual version will be Y/A M/M D/J centered below
their applicable boxes. Guidance boxes are required for cheques completed
manually (by hand). Field indicators must appear below the Date Field (minimum of
6pt. font to a max. of 8pt font.) on all cheques in order to indicate which numer-
ic date format is used.  The word ‘DATE’ must precede the date field in a mini-
mum of 8pt type.   Adopting a numeric format for the Date Field will enable this
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